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And Predictable Results
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ABOUT CATAPULT

Catapultis an organization

that consists of more than 50
clinicians spread throughout
Canada and the United States.
As a company, manufacturers
pay a fee for their product to be
evaluated, and what we deliver
are truthful, independent answers
from surveys that we develop
with them. We have had many
products that have either had

to be altered before hitting the
market or simply never arrived
because of our openly honest
evaluations. In this way, Catapult
assists the manufacturer to avoid
potentially releasing a faulty
product, or simply a product
that needs refinement. Lastly,
our clients are omnipresent in
the industry, small to large, no
favoritism—simply reviewing the
latest products in our practices.
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Ithough digital impressions have
Abecome more commonplace

in dentistry, most dentists still
require a predictable and high-quality
polyvinyl siloxane (PVS) impression
material in their armamentarium.
We all know that sometimes our
technology does not cooperate, or we
simply cannot get a digital impression
to deliver the best results. In addition,
many clinicians have not made the
shift to digital scanning for impres-
sions. At the end of the day, analog
systems such as PVS impressions
remain a reliable method for captur-
ing information in the mouth when
our digital systems fail us.

For that reason, reviewing and
evaluating PVS options gives us
opportunities to improve the accu-
racy of our impressions. In a recent
survey following a clinical evalu-
ation of the PowerMix Automatic
Impression Material Dispenser from
Clinician’s Choice®, 7 Catapult Edu-
cation evaluators identified numerous
advantages when using the Power-
Mix dispenser. When asked to choose
the unit’s most desirable qualities,
evaluators highlighted its ease of use
(weighted average: 4.57), convenience
(weighted average: 4.14), and speed
of dispensing (weighted average:
4.00) as their top priorities. Because
clinicians need a variety of options to
resolve any challenging clinical situa-
tion, most would prefer a PVS system
such as the PowerMix that has these
qualities but also decreases waste and
keeps overhead low.

In order to deliver high-quality
patient outcomes in an efficient
and productive manner, clinicians
must choose materials that support

Catapult evaluators find improved delivery with the PowerMix™
Automatic Impression Material Dispenser. [by Jennifer Bell, DDS |

the style and productivity of their
practice. Catapult evaluators were
provided samples of the PowerMix
Automatic Impression Material Dis-
penser and a variety of PVS materials
designed for the unit. The PowerMix
is a portable PVS dispensing system
that can either be used handheld or
on a stand. The unit specifically uses
120-mL cartridges for dispensing

as opposed to the standard 50-mL
cartridges commonly associated
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with PVS materials. The evaluators
found the larger cartridges were a
significant advantage of this product
over other dispensing guns and
mixers, and this feature received a
100% positivity rating. The larger
cartridges allowed for more dentistry
to be completed before cartridges
needed to be changed. The selec-
tion of 120-mL size was intentional
by the manufacturer, as it aims to
reduce wasted residual material in
the cartridge at the end of its use

and limit the number of times the
cartridge must be changed. As noted
before, clinicians must continue to
find ways to maintain a manageable
overhead while using products that
improve efficiency, productivity, and
predictability. The Catapult evalu-
ators believe the PowerMix fits that
description perfectly, and 100% sur-
veyed would likely recommend this
product to their colleagues.

An additional purpose of this
evaluation was to garner feedback
on several PVS materials offered by
Clinician’s Choice for the PowerMix
Automatic Impression Material Dis-
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PowerMix Automatic Impression Material Dispenser
This cordless, portable dispenser delivers void-free tray material with justa
press of a button. The PowerMix is designed tofillan arch tray in just 10to 15
seconds without hand pumping, which is said to reduce hand fatigue. The
PowerMix features a 120-mlL cartridge, reducing residual material. Its light-
weight design has a small footprint stand for both storage and dispensing. Fully
charged, it can dispense eight 120-mL cartridges or 24 full arch impressions.

Clinician’s Choice
800-265-3444 | clinicianschoice.com
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penser. To assess the performance of
the PVS samples, each evaluator used
the different options in clinical situa-
tions reflective of their normal indica-
tions. The first product reviewed was
Clinician’s Choice CounterFit™ IT
Multi-Purpose Replication Silicone.
This product is an alginate substitute
material that has the benefits of low-
cost, quick alginate-type impressions
but includes the additional benefits of
delayed and multiple pours similar to
traditional PVS impressions (Figure
1). Of the evaluators surveyed, most
would prefer this type of material for
study models (weighted average: 5.71),
opposing arch impressions (weighted
average: 5.14), matrices for provi-
sional restorations (weighted average:
4.86), bleaching trays (weighted
average: 4.50), TM] splints (weighted
average: 4.00), and athletic mouth
guards (weighted average: 3.00). Most
of the evaluators did not feel a second
pour of the material was necessary
as the impressions were of a higher
quality than traditional alginate
impressions. When a second pour
was required, it was due to needing
multiple casts for a case as opposed to
correcting a bad initial pour. All of the
evaluators also reported an absence of
pulls and drags in the material.
Clinicians were then given a second
material to consider in their practice.
Template® Ultra Quick Matrix Mate-
rial, which is also dispensed by the
PowerMix, was used for temporary
crown templates, lingual matrices
for anterior restorations, wax-up
transfers to patients’ mouths, and
temporary veneer restorations
(Figure 2). Only $ of the 7 evaluators
tested Template Ultra Quick Matrix
Material in their office during the
evaluation period. Most notably,
those evaluators highlighted excellent
detail, quick set times, and accuracy
as their reasons for using this product
in their offices. One evaluator even
stated it was the “best on the market.”
Use of Template, combined with the
PowerMix dispenser, led to a favor-
able response from the evaluators,
citing its simplicity of use and the

decreased incidence of voids. The lack
of voids resulting in a smooth impres-
sion is critical for its use as a lingual
template for anterior restorations. It is
also important to note the evaluators
touted the benefits of the larger car-
tridges in providing fast, yet economi-
cal impressions because of the larger
size. Even for evaluators who are
using digital scanning technologies
for in-office milling of restorations,
Template Ultra Quick Matrix Mate-
rial provided a quick, inexpensive,
and predictable way to capture a
preoperative impression of the tooth
in the event same-day dentistry could
not be achieved.

Finally, evaluators were asked to
review the Affinity™ InFlex and
Heavy Body Impression Materials
dispensed through the PowerMix
unit. It is important to note that all
of the evaluators were not currently
using this product in their practice.
The evaluators were surveyed on
what advantages they noted by using
Affinity PVS through the PowerMix
unit compared with their current PVS
materials. The evaluators highlighted
several perceived advantages with the
material, including blending of light
and heavy body PVS materials (57 %),
improved flow (43%), rigidity (43%),
and improved setting time (43%).

The survey results suggest that
among those clinicians utilizing PVS
materials in their practice, the Power-
Mix dispensing technology and asso-
ciated PVS materials by Clinician’s
Choice stand out as a preferred brand
based on value, quality, predictability,
and ease of use. In my own practice,
Isaw the immediate gratification of
offering the PowerMix to my assis-
tants. They loved using the unit and
felt greater job satisfaction when their
impressions were consistently of high
quality. Even with digital impression
techniques gaining traction in den-
tistry, clinicians need a high-quality
PVS impression material in their sup-
ply closet. That is why the PowerMix
by Clinician’s Choice has received the
Catapult vote of confidence. ®
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[Figures 1-8 ] An impression made with CounterFit Il Multi-Purpose
Replication Silicone (Figure 1). A preoperative provisional matrix was
made using Template Ultra Quick Matrix Material for featured crown

case (Figure 2). Preoperative intraoral photos for full coverage crown #19
(Figures 3 and 4). Preoperative periapical x-ray #19 (Figure 5). Affinity
Heavy Body PVS dispensed by PowerMix technology with light body wash
(Figure 6). Final bitewing x-rays of delivered the crown (Figure 7). Affinity
InFlex with light body wash as preop stent (Figure 8).




